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EDA GRANT PRIMER 
 

The Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional Planning & Development Commission (EUPRPDC) is the District 

Organization for the Eastern Upper Peninsula Economic Development District, which was designated and 

is recognized by the Economic Development Administration (EDA). As such, EUPRPDC oversees the 

region’s Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) and EDA grant applications. This 

document has been produced to provide an introduction to EDA grand funding opportunities.  
 

FIRST THINGS FIRST: WHO IS ELIGIBLE? 
 

If your organization is any of the following, you should read this primer: municipal government; county 

government; public and state controlled institution of higher education; Native American tribal 

governments (Federally recognized); nonprofits that do not have a 501(c)(3) status with the IRS; nonprofits 

having 501(c)(3) status with the IRS, other than institutions of higher education; and private institutions of 

higher education.  
 

EDA GRANT FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
 

If your organization is EDA-eligible, please review the three EDA programs below. If a project that your 

organization intends to pursue falls under one of the programs, please fill out a Project Submission Form, 

return it to EUPRPDC, and contact EUPRPDC staff to discuss the next steps. 
 

The link to EDA’s Funding Opportunities webpage: https://www.eda.gov/about/investment-programs.htm  

 

PUBLIC WORKS PROGRAM 
 

EDA’s PW program helps distressed communities revitalize, expand, and upgrade their physical 

infrastructure. This program enables communities to attract new industry; encourage business expansion; 

diversify local economies; and generate or retain long-term, private-sector jobs and investment through the 

acquisition or development of land and infrastructure improvements needed for the successful 

establishment or expansion of industrial or commercial enterprises. Link to EDA’s program description: 

https://www.eda.gov/pdf/about/Public-Works-Program-1-Pager.pdf  

 

ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
 

The EAA program is EDA’s most flexible program. Under the EAA program, EDA can fund market and 

environmental studies, planning or construction grants, and capitalize or recapitalize revolving loan funds 

(RLFs) to help provide small businesses with the capital they need to grow. Link to EDA’s program 

description: https://www.eda.gov/pdf/about/Economic-Adjustment-Assistance-Program-1-Pager.pdf  

 

LOCAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
 

The LTA program helps analyze the feasibility of potential economic development projects, such as an 

industrial park or a high-technology business incubator. Feasibility studies are an effective tool for 

determining whether the market will support a particular activity or site. Local Technical Assistance can 

prevent costly mistakes and misguided investments, such as costly infrastructure improvements to support 

obsolete industries. Targeted market feasibility studies can help communities overcome these hurdles and 

identify tomorrow’s higher-wage employers. Because of these feasibility studies, many communities have 

subsequently received funding under EDA’s Public Works or Economic Development Assistance 

programs, or other federal and state programs, to implement those projects. Link to EDA’s program 

description: https://www.eda.gov/pdf/about/Local-TA-and-UC-Program-1-Pager.pdf 
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